
Job Title Description Day In the Life

Heavy Equipment Operator 
(for machinery in logging or forest management)

Heavy Equipment Operators in forestry work with large 
machinery, such as skidders, feller bunchers, and loaders, 
to assist in logging and forest management. Their role 
involves clearing land, harvesting trees, and transporting 
logs, often in rugged and uneven terrain. Operators must be 
skilled in maneuvering equipment safely to minimize 
environmental impact and protect both the forest and 
themselves.

Heavy Equipment Operators in forestry start their day by inspecting their machinery, such as 
skidders, feller bunchers, or loaders, to ensure it’s in safe working condition. They review the 
day's tasks with their supervisor, then move into the forest to begin operations. The work 
often involves clearing specific areas, harvesting trees, and transporting logs to collection 
points. Operators work in rugged terrain, requiring precise control of heavy machinery to 
avoid damage to the environment and ensure safety. They may spend hours maneuvering 
equipment, with breaks for refueling and maintenance as needed.

Forest Technologies

Forest Technologists support sustainable forestry by using 
technology and science to manage forest resources. They 
conduct field surveys, map forest areas, monitor forest 
health, and collect data on soil, water, and vegetation. This 
role combines outdoor work with data analysis to help 
maintain balanced ecosystems and develop forest 
management strategies.

Forest Technologists often begin their day by heading out to survey forest areas, where they 
collect data on tree species, soil health, and wildlife. They might use GPS devices to map 
specific sections of the forest or set up monitoring equipment for ongoing studies. Their day 
can include recording data on tree growth, assessing forest health, and gathering soil or 
water samples. After fieldwork, they spend time in an office or lab, analyzing the collected 
data and creating reports for forest managers. Their role is a mix of outdoor exploration and 
indoor data analysis, contributing to sustainable forestry practices.

Diesel Technician 
(for maintaining forestry vehicles and equipment)

Diesel Technicians in forestry maintain and repair heavy 
vehicles and equipment used in forest operations, such as 
tractors, logging trucks, and bulldozers. They diagnose 
mechanical issues, perform routine maintenance, and 
replace parts to ensure equipment runs efficiently and 
safely in demanding forest environments. This role requires 
strong mechanical skills and an understanding of the 
specific needs of forestry equipment.

Diesel Technicians start their day in the maintenance shop or field, reviewing any service 
requests for the forestry equipment. They inspect vehicles and machinery, such as logging 
trucks, tractors, and bulldozers, diagnosing issues and performing repairs or maintenance. 
Tasks often include oil changes, replacing worn parts, and troubleshooting engine problems. 
When equipment breaks down in the forest, they may travel to remote locations to make 
repairs, working in all kinds of weather conditions. Their day is filled with hands-on 
mechanical work and problem-solving to keep forestry operations running smoothly.

Welder 
(for equipment repair in forestry operations)

Welders in forestry repair and reinforce equipment used in 
logging and forest management. They work on machinery 
such as skidders, loaders, and logging trucks, welding 
broken parts or adding reinforcements to handle the 
stresses of forestry work. Precision and attention to safety 
are critical, as they ensure that the equipment is durable 
and can operate reliably in rugged conditions.

Welders in forestry begin by reviewing repair requests for equipment like skidders, loaders, 
and logging trucks. They spend their day welding broken or cracked parts, reinforcing 
equipment to handle the harsh forestry environment, and inspecting welds for strength and 
safety. Some repairs are done in a workshop, but many require travel to field locations where 
equipment has broken down. Welders work with heavy-duty materials, often in challenging 
conditions, to ensure that forestry machinery is reliable and can withstand daily stress. 
Precision, safety, and adaptability are essential parts of their day-to-day work.
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